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Today, the ADLaM alphabet is used by over 4 million people in
West Africa and around the world. But that wasn’t always the case…

ADLaM began as a childhood dream of two young brothers 
from Guinea. Abdoulaye and Ibrahima Barry grew up speaking 
Pulaar (the native tongue of the Fula people) but not writing it. 

For centuries it was a spoken language with no alphabet.

The Barry brothers dedicated their lives to changing that.

They created letters, systems, typographies and eventually literacy 
programs where their alphabet could be taught and learned.

This book is a book designed to be just one more step in realizing
their life-long dream of bringing literacy to the Fulani people through 

the alphabet they spent their entire lives making.



HORN A
54



CHAMELEON DA
76



GIRAFFE LA
988



ELEPHANT MA
1110



SHEEP BA
1312



FULANI FLUTE SA
1514



FULANI KUFI PA
1716



BAOBAB BHA
1918



FARMER RA
2120



AFRICAN BUFFALO E
2322



PINEAPPLE FA
2524



STREAM I
26 27



PASTURE O
2928



ROOTS DHA
3130



DUNES YHA
3332



MONKEY WA
3534



CROCODILE NA
3736



TURTLE KA
3938



SCORPION YA
4140



CAT U
4342



ANTELOPE JA
4544



TIGER TCHA
4746



CALABASH HA
4948



QAEGG

5150



HIPPOPOTAMUS GA
5352



ANT NYA
5554



SHEPHERD’S HAT TA
5756



NECKLACE NHA
5958



ARROW NDA
6160



GOAT MBA
6362



HONEY NJA
6564



WEST AFRICAN LION NGA
6766



With sincere and endless gratitude to Ibrahima and Abdoulaye Barry—
brothers whose life’s work stands as a beacon for those who would 

change this world for the better. 
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